
Abstract 

There were two psychologists, Karl Buhler and Alfred Adler, who had taught Popper. Popper 

rarely confessed his intellectual debt, but he exceptionally said that he owed to Karl Buhler.  

On the other hand, Popper condemned Adler's Individual Psychology as a pseudo-science.  

However, as we read Adler, we are surprised to find that Popper was greatly influenced by Adler 

in various points such as the logic of social situation, optimism, the regulative idea of the 

absolute truth, the view of science as modified commonsense and so on.  Popper accepted 

Bühler's psychology of learning.  Viewing from these contexts, it seems to us that Popper's 

thought was not original at all.  However, Popper changed the psychology of learning into the 

logic of scientific learning and proposed falsificationist methodology of science.  His 

originality is found in this point.  

 


